204	MEMOIBS  OF  BACHEL.
whose verdict the tragedienne had not thought of—another far
more severe judge summoned her to give a reason for her in-
action during four months. The public, in its turn, instituted
an inquiry, and the result was not favorable to her. "We are
seldom disposed to indulgence toward those who deprive us
of our pleasures. Her conduct was severely censured, and
set down as the capricious malice of an imperious woman.
The republican public, less patient and courteous than had
been the monarchical one, manifested its opinions rather rude-
ly. In the sort of vaudeville review of the year brought out
on the stage at its close, some complimentary stanzas to Made-
moiselle Rachel having been introduced, were loudly hissed.
Thus closed, for Mademoiselle Eachel, the year 1848, com-
menced, amid such applause. She might comfort herself with
the thought that the noisy token of disapprobation that closed
her short-lived popular career offered a resemblance to the
republican ovations of former times; the hiss that pursued
the Roman generals amid their triumphs had been revived for
her benefit.
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the motives that kept Mademoiselle Rachel from the stage
during the last three months of the year 1848 have been given.
In accordance with the decision of the faculty, she should have
made her appearance on the 2d of January, 1849; but she
contrived to suggest so many delays that the long-expected
event did not take place until the 13th. The attitude of the
public revealed a deeper displeasure than was usually mani-
fes^d by its coldness on former occasions of reappearance^;
it was decidedly hostile. It was a sullen, brooding discon-
tent, that was evidently waiting to seize the first opportunity
of breaking out in open murmurs. The actress could not mis-

